


 
Minutes of the Kinnerley Annual Parish Meeting held on 24th March 2025, at 
Kinnerley Parish Hall 

Present: Cllrs Nick Barclay, Mandy Chapman, Mark Cuthbert-Brown, Charles Green (Chairman), Richard Greening, Desmond Hudson, Maurice Jones, Alan Lewis, James Peto, Sharon Quayle

In attendance: 6 members of the public; Vince Hunt (Shropshire Council); Ian Cruise-Taylor, Parish Clerk

1. The Chairman of the Parish Council Cllr Charles Green, welcomed everyone to the meeting 
2. Apologies for absence: Cllr Lorraine Jones
3. Those present received and approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 27th March 2024
4. Annual Report from Chairman on Previous Years’ Activity - attached 
5. To receive reports and contributions on any matters of interest to the Parish of Kinnerley to include:
	Shropshire Councillor: Cllr Vince Hunt noted
· Concern about 5-year land supply
· The withdrawal of the Local Plan
· That progress had been made regarding the flood boat
Kinnerley C of E Primary School – report attached
	Maesbrook Village Hall Committee – report attached
	Kinnerley Parish Hall Committee – The representative noted:
· Several new committee members this year - introducing ’new blood’ and enthusiasm.
· Bookings getting back to pre-Covid levels. Income now threatening to cover recurrent expenditure.
· Asbestos Survey was good news - only two issues and all manageable.
· Kickboards finished and floor refurbished (thanks to Parish Council grant).
· Building beginning to show signs of age - some major work will need doing in the coming years.
· Gents’ toilet needs attention - as do some of the windows.
· Fund-raising cycle organised to cover ongoing repairs and maintenance.
· Main expense will be refurbishing kitchen to bring it up to standard.
· Successful beer festival in 2024. 2025 event now planned for 24th May.
· Race Night planned for 28th March - new venture.
· Thanks to the PC for their ongoing support.
	Peel’s Plantation Trustees, the representative noted:
· The current policy was not to intervene, except for health and safety reasons
· Two dangerous trees had been removed, and there was damage to three more due to recent storm. Re-planting would be undertaken
· Looking to replace two long term trustees

6.	To receive reports and contributions on any matters of interest or concern to the Parish of Kinnerley from the electors of the Parish. - none
7. Those present approved the date of the next Annual Parish Meeting scheduled for 26th April 2027 


KINNERLEY PARISH COUNCIL – CHAIR’S ANNUAL REPORT JUNE 2024 TO MARCH 2025
This Annual Parish Meeting was held in May last year, but this year has reverted to the recently more usual date of March, so this Annual report actually covers only 10 months of activity.
The people involved with the Parish Council remained unchanged throughout that period and I would first of like to thank all councillors and particularly our Parish Clerk, Ian, for their contributions and work throughout the year and their commitment to civic duty.  So thank you all.
The work that the Parish Council is able to carry out is also dependent partly on the level of precept charged.  For over a decade this had been kept at essentially the same level per household, whilst slowly increasing in total in line with the growth of housing within the parish.  However, for the coming 2024/25 financial year beginning on 1 April we have made the decision to increase it because of the continued increase in prices, but by an average annual increase of only around £3 per household. The new precept is set at £26,995, which we normally receive in late April.
In the financial year 2024/25, ending a week today, about 48% of our total recurring spending went on general administration costs, about 44% on maintenance expenses, and the balance of 8% on donations and grants.  As well as the precept of £25,193 for that year we also received a further £17,892 of Community Infrastructure Fund moneys as our 15% proportion of total CIL collected by Shropshire Council from housebuilding in our parish.  There is a list of items we wish to spend that on, but none was actually spent in this last year. 
The issues that come up regularly at meetings often continue to be road safety and speeding, and various maintenance matters.  Traffic related matters are not primarily under our control, and are restricted by limited finances, but we carry on lobbying for improvements, including renewed efforts to establish a 30mph area and safer pavements in Maesbrook.  The Vehicle Activated Sign in Knockin Heath was installed early in the year, which we hope will do something to slow down vehicles that exceed the 30mph speed limit there.
We have continued to liaise with the Kinnerley Parish Hall committee and with their agreement have arranged for the clearing of the grasscrete area in the lower car park and the renewal of the bollards alongside it and are now liaising about the installation of adult play equipment.
Other maintenance items to note are the imminent replacement of the flagpole, which has seen several flags flying from it in the last year, but which has seen better days; the replacement of the main entrance gate to the Halston field, which will be followed by a smaller gate to give ease of wheelchair and pushchair access, and a new stile at the other end; and more recently the storm damage to the zipwire, which will shortly be replaced under an insurance claim.  The faulty streetlights are also under investigation.
Flooding remains a perennial issue, with at least six flood events this last season, but fortunately no major flooding of houses.  The Severn Valley Water Management Scheme continues to work up ways to mitigate flooding; we responded to one of its consultations in May 2024 and we hear that the next consultation is due to start on 12 June and this time should contain some concrete proposals.
On planning matters we considered 20 planning applications, two of which between them should result in eight new houses in Maesbrook.  The consented development opposite Kinnerley School appears to have stalled.  The planning authority’s approach to the proposed development associated with the changed ownership of Kinnerley Shop may depend on the interplay of national policy with the Shropshire Local Plan.  We expected to be taking part in November 2024 in the Examination hearing sessions on the Draft Plan, but they were cancelled by the Examining Inspectors and the Plan has now been withdrawn after eight years work on it.
The move towards improvement in our generally poor broadband and mobile service has met with mixed results during the year.  Better fibre broadband should be with us next year under the Project Gigabit programme being installed locally by Freedom Fibre, with its new telegraph poles and wires.  Initially poor customer relations with Freedom Fibre were improved after they were made to meet with us and to hold a consultation event.
However, efforts to improve poor mobile reception, particularly within Kinnerley village, have currently been stalled.  Landowner consent has been withdrawn to use a controversial site that received planning approval against considerable opposition, and alternative sites have yet to be found.
Before concluding, as well as repeating my thanks to all councillors and our clerk, I would also like to thank our Shropshire Councillor Vince Hunt for his attendance and support at our meetings, and for keeping us abreast of what is happening in the county outside our parochial remit. 
With elections imminent, we are perhaps likely to see some changes in the year ahead.


Kinnerley C of E Primary School and Nursery
School Road, Kinnerley, Shropshire,
SY10 8DF
Tel: 01691 682289
E-mail: admin.kinnerley@westcliffe.shropshire.sch.uk
 Head Teacher: Mrs Elizabeth Madin (B.Ed. Hons, NPQH, MA in Ed L)
 
Report from the school March 2025
The school continues to thrive.
We are in a calm and productive period, following a positive SIAMs inspection in April 2024 and Ofsted inspection June 2024. Both of these inspections validated the hard work that the school is doing, the excellent provision that we offer our children, and the supportive parent community that we have.
Nursery numbers
Our Nursery numbers continue to grow. Parents/carers appreciate that we take children from 2 years old and that our Wraparound Care facility has been extended to cater for these children also, thus supporting our working families.
Wraparound Care
The hours of our Wraparound Care have been extended also, due to a Government grant that we have been able to access for a period of time. It now runs from 7.30am-5.30pm and incorporates a different themed activity each day, such as Lego club, sports club with a PE coach, craft club, film club, music club and games night. 
Fund raising
Our ‘Friends of the School’ committee, along with school staff, are proactive at raising much needed funds for the school. We earmark a sizeable proportion of these funds for travel costs to subsidise educational visits each year. With coach travel costing approximately £200 for local visits and £340 for slightly longer distances, plus the cost of entrance fees, it can become extremely expensive for parent/carers to cover the cost of a visit, and the school budget itself cannot support this. We feel it is vital for our children to have these opportunities, which complement our curriculum and provide wider educational experiences that they might not otherwise have. 
The events organised are a mix of events for the children themselves to enjoy – a spooky bonanza, new year disco, bunny trail etc, some adult-children events, such as the Santa Run and bingo evening, as well as the occasional adult-only event, such as the Big Quiz, for enjoyment by the community.
We are currently wanting to raise money to buy some books for our EYFS class, to refresh the playground markings and to replace some play equipment that is coming to the end of its life.
Joining a Multi Academy Trust
Kinnerley CE primary School has been part of the ‘Westcliffe Federation,’ with its four schools, West Felton, Weston Lullingfields and St Andrew’s Nesscliffe, for some years now. The education landscape around us has however been changing rapidly and we have been monitoring this closely. Lack of funding in the Local Authority has led to significantly reduced services available to our schools and the Headteachers and our joint Governing Body have felt compelled to consider carefully what our schools need to ensure the best provision for the children and families in our care going forward. The Head teachers and Governing Body have explored various scenarios, including various Trusts, and are now pleased to have decided to express an interest in joining the Marches Academy Trust.
Our desire is to future proof our schools. We want access to high quality staff training, quality assurance services, and the opportunity to work collaboratively with a range of schools in our local area and beyond. We were also clear throughout this process that we want to retain the character and spirit of our individual schools, our values and Christian ethos as church schools, our autonomy as Headteachers, and to retain links with each other, our link with the Corbet Secondary School and its other feeder schools. We also wanted a Trust that can understand the specific issues that small rural schools can face.
The DfE approved our application in January and we are now in a stage of due diligence on both sides.
The staff and parent community have been kept informed along the way and have had opportunities to ask questions and express their views. We have another such session at Kinnerley on Monday 31st March at 6.30pm for parents and any interested members of the community. Information about this has been circulated to local Councillors.
On joining the Trust, the Federation will disband, as will the joint Governing Body. Each school will then form its own Governing Body. I will be open to hearing from interested members of the community who have skills and experience to offer our school, and anyone with church involvement who may be qualified to act as a Foundation Governor.
Meanwhile we have begun to work more closely with the Trust and have already found this beneficial.
Challenges
School budgets remain a challenge nationally. As costs soar and budget streams are reduced, maintaining pupil numbers becomes even more essential to our school to be able to sustain our current class structure of Nursery/Reception, Years 1/2, Years 3/4 and Years 5/6. This structure is ideal for curriculum delivery, keeps class sizes low, ensures we can run a Nursery and allows room for growth. Investment in this does mean that budget is tight elsewhere, which is why fund raising and seeking grants is so essential for us to function well and to ensure we can provide what is needed for our children.
Hopefully, any growth in the village and surrounding areas will lead to growth in the school. We have such a wonderful school and can’t imagine why anyone would want to go anywhere else!
Mrs Elizabeth Madin
Headteacher

Dream, Believe, Aspire, Achieve



Maesbrook Village Hall Report:

Chair – Cathy Preston Treasurer -: Nina Morgan Minutes secretary – Dianne Storey Booking secretary - Tina Stamps 
Mandy Chapman, Ken Salisbury, Isobel Bennison, Kath Scott 

The committee meet regularly to monitor expenditure, bookings and to check the fabric of the hall. 

Use of the hall The hall is used on a regular basis especially during autumn, winter and spring. During 2024 there was an average of 3 sessions per week held in the hall. Ranging from weekly, monthly and ad hoc bookings including art classes, coffee and library bus, craft and chat, gardening club, rifle club, meditation sessions, tango classes and willow weaving workshops and of course the quarterly Parish Council Meetings. Bookings tend to reduce during the summer due to some hirers having a break. The committee is very aware that the Village Hall is an important community asset in our village which has limited buildings and opportunities for residents to meet 
Financial Situation Hire income was slightly down year on year mainly due to the reduction in the number of private events such as parties. The total income £4542 was an increase on 2023 thanks to the grant from Kinnerley Parish Council and private donations. 
The Parish Council Grant of £1390 helped towards the total maintenance costs of £4655 which included replacement of soffits, external painting and resurfacing of the floor. The high level of maintenance carried out during 2024 resulted in a deficit of income over expenditure of £2051 which was covered by reserves. Excluding grants and donation and the one-off maintenance costs there a small operating surplus was achieved. 
Fabric of the Building 
Essential maintenance to the external woodwork and the hall floor was carried out in 2024. 
Key areas for 2025 are the replacement of a number of old and damaged chairs and the surface of the car park requires attention. The car park is used for the library bus, hall users and also as a general car park during the increasing times when roads are flooded and residents use alternative transport to get to their homes. 
Broadband is an increasing issue – we have been assured that Freedom Fibre will connect the hall but as yet there is no date. We hope the Parish Council can support us with this, 
Challenges for the future 
· The majority of committee members have been serving for many years and it would be beneficial for the future of the hall to recruit new members – this is proving difficult. 
· Overhead costs especially electricity will need to be closely monitored in 2025 as we no longer benefit from a preferential fixed tariff. Hiring fees may need to be reviewed. 
· Attract new users 

In summary 
The hall is well used, is in a good state of repair and financially secure. The committee works hard to maintain this vital amenity in Maesbrook and I am grateful for their support. and the support of the Parish Council. 
Cathy Preston, Chair, 24 March 2025
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